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Views From The Foothills
Signup Now for Conservation Funds for Fencing, Water and Cover Crops
Agriculture program conservation funds are currently available
from the Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District for a variety of
conservation practices. The District has recently received its program allocation for this year and now is a good time to contact the District.
One of the most sought after programs is the 75-85% reimbursement for stream fencing, water development and rotational grazing.
There are many benefits from establishing a grazing system and utilizing
stream exclusion fencing. Improved utilization of forage, extended grazing seasons and improved soil moisture resulting from better water infiltration all can result and benefit the producer. Those benefits have been
well documented. In addition, many producers appreciate being able to
better predict where their cattle are located at any time; rotational pastures rather than one large pasture provide this. Better quality drinking
water for livestock also results. District staff come very experienced in
working with clients to design these projects.
Opportunities also currently exist for funding for cover crops
such as small grains for either harvesting or killing and also for cover
crops that incorporate forage or tillage radishes, legumes and other species to provide additional soil benefits. Payments for cover crops range
from $15 to $48 per acre depending on what is planted and when it is
planted. Planting by October 10 pays higher and pure stands of some rye
cultivars also pay additional amounts. A nutrient management plan is
typically required to be eligible and this further benefits the producer.
Funding for nutrient management plan development is also available. The
agronomic benefits of cover crops are well established: scavenging of
soil nutrients especially nitrogen, fixing atmospheric nitrogen into the
soil, improving soil tilth and organic matter, protecting the soil from erosion in the off season and improving water infiltration into the soil are a
few. Knowing your purpose(s) for growing a cover crop, targeting your
species selection and management to achieve your purpose is key to attaining greater benefits. Sign up and approval is required.
Now is the time to contact the District to get more details for cover crops and on all cost share program project options. There are many
other options. For more information, contact the District at 540-8258591 or 540-308-6301. For additional opportunities contact the Natural
Resources Conservation Service at 540-317-7732.
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The District carries nonwoven
geotextile (filter fabric) for
sale that meets most state and
federally funded project requirements, as well as many
on-farm needs. Geotextile is
sold by the foot, which comes
in 12.5’ widths. Please call
the Culpeper Office at 540825-8591 for pricing and more
information!
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Forest Management Practices for Birds
By Ellen Powell, Virginia Department of Forestry
Forest landowners often have a financial need to manage their land for income, even if they would prefer
to manage for birds and other wildlife. The good news is that the two goals don’t have to be mutually exclusive.
Forests can be managed in ways that benefit both the birds and the bottom line.
Forests go through natural stages of succession, with each stage supporting characteristic plant and animal species. Because different birds have different habitat needs, there is no one forest stage that is best for all
birds. Many forest management activities mimic natural disturbances that reset the successional clock. In a forest-heavy state like Virginia, wildlife management often involves manipulating the forest to attain or maintain a
desired successional stage.
On a landscape level, having forests in different stages of succession is a key to bird diversity. This type
of management is easiest to achieve on large tracts of land, such as State and National Forests. Management on
these government lands is for multiple uses: wood products, wildlife, water quality, soil health, recreation, and
more. On these lands, harvest intervals tend to be longer than they might be on private lands. Large mature
tracts benefit forest interior birds, while younger sites of various ages support other species. Openings created
by timber harvest may be small patches or large blocks, each with its own advantages to certain species. Edges
tend to be left soft and brushy rather than abrupt and neat. Dead snags may be left standing, benefitting cavity
nesters.
Consider a forest that has been reset to its earliest successional stage. When the cycle of forestry is being practiced, a clear cut harvest creates a very young forest stage. Grasses and annual forbs begin to grow almost immediately, soon followed by perennial forbs and shrubs like sumac and blackberry. The grassy stage
attracts seedeaters, such as mourning dove and various sparrows, as well as predators like American kestrel. The
brushy stage benefits species such as prairie warbler, brown thrasher, yellow-breasted chat, white-eyed vireo,
and indigo bunting.
Even if not planted, pines begin to grow on open sites within a few years. Many birders object to the
look of trees planted in rows, but birds don’t seem to mind. (The visual row effect tends to disappear over time
anyway, through commercial thinning or natural mortality.) There is a period as the pine canopy closes when
bird diversity declines in pine stands. Pole-sized stands may have crowded trees with low light penetration and
little understory. Forest thinning improves bird habitat, by allowing light to reach the forest floor and fueling
the growth of herbaceous vegetation. Incidentally, thinning is good for forest health as well. The remaining
trees have more space and resources, making them less susceptible to disease and insect attacks.
As pine forestry is practiced by most landowners in Virginia, most pine stands have some hardwood understory. These layers of vegetation tend to increase bird diversity. Species that are common in mature pine
forests include pine warbler, red-bellied woodpecker, chipping sparrow, and ruby-crowned kinglet. Some pine
growers prefer to control hardwood understory, which can change the bird species present. Prescribed fire is
one tool used in this way. It can benefit birds by stimulating new herbaceous growth at ground level. Early successional species like quail benefit from this practice. The longleaf pine ecosystem, now rare in Virginia, must
be maintained by fire. The endangered red-cockaded woodpecker succeeds where regular fires control encroaching hardwoods.
Mixed pine-hardwood forests are transitional in the march toward successional climax. These woodlands have a high diversity of birds, including a few holdovers from earlier stages and new entries by birds more
typical of hardwood forests. Birds of mixed woodlands include downy woodpecker, tufted titmouse, blue jay,
Cooper’s hawk, and many warblers.
Mature hardwood forests are often considered the gold standard of forest types, particularly for wood
warblers, vireos, ovenbird, and wood thrush. Bird diversity in general tends to be high here, owing to the complex layered canopy with a midstory and shade-tolerant understory. These forests are most beneficial to forest
Continued on page 9
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Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
(Adapted from August 2017 Farm Service Agency Fact Sheet)
The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a part of the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP), the country’s largest private-land conservation program. Administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA),
CREP targets high-priority conservation concerns identified by a State, and federal funds are supplemented with
non-federal funds to address those concerns. In exchange for removing environmentally sensitive land from production and establishing permanent resource conserving plant species, farmers and ranchers are paid an annual
rental rate along with other federal and state incentives as applicable per each CREP agreement. Participation is
voluntary, and the contract period is typically 10–15 years.
The Virginia Chesapeake Bay CREP is intended to improve water quality, reduce soil erosion, reduce the
amount of sediment, phosphorus and other pollutants entering waterbodies, improve wildlife habitat and restore
wetlands. The goals of the Virginia Chesapeake Bay CREP are to:
 Help agricultural producers meet nutrient reduction goals in the Chesapeake Bay watershed
 Reduce sediments, nutrients, nitrogen and other pollutants from entering waterbodies
 Reduce soil erosion
 Improve water quality through wetland restoration
 Enhance wildlife habitat, including aquatic wildlife
Eligible practices include: CP 21(Filter strips); CP 22 (Riparian Buffer); CP 23 (Wetland Restoration) and
CP 29 (Marginal Pastureland Wildlife Habitat). Under the Virginia Chesapeake Bay CREP, eligible participants
may receive the following payments:
 A one-time signing incentive payment (SIP) of $100 per acre for installing practices CP21 CP22 and
CP29. Example: 10 acres enrolled to be devoted to practice CP22 result in a $1,000 (10 acres x $100)
SIP. This payment is made soon after the contract has been signed and approved.
 A one-time practice incentive payment (PIP) for installing practices CP21, CP22, CP23 and CP29.
The PIP is equal to 40 percent of eligible cost of installing the practice. Example: Producer’s total eligible cost of installing the practice is $2,000. The PIP would be $800 ($2,000 x .40).
 An annual rental payment consisting of:
 A base soil rental rate, determined by (1) for cropland, the three predominant soils of the land
offered; or (2) for marginal pastureland, the posted marginal pastureland rate for the county.
 An incentive payment, as a percentage of the base soil rental rate, of 120 percent; and
 A $5 maintenance payment.
 A cost-share payment of up to 50 percent of the eligible cost to install the approved practice.
 A one-time Chesapeake Bay incentive payment (CBIP) in an amount equal to $100 to $300 per acre
for practice CP22 only, and only for land located within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. The onetime CBIP amount is based on the average width of the riparian buffer
 35 feet: $100 per acre
 36-50 feet: $150 per acre
 51-100 feet: $200 per acre
 101-300 feet: $300 per acre
Enrollment for the Virginia Chesapeake Bay CREP is on a continuous basis. To be eligible, land must be
located in the project area and be either cropland or marginal pastureland. Cropland must meet cropping history
criteria and be physically and legally capable of being planted in a normal manner to an agricultural commodity.
Marginal pastureland is also eligible for enrollment provided it is suitable for use as a riparian buffer. Persons who
have an existing CRP contract are not eligible for CREP on that land until that contract expires.
To sign up contact your local FSA office at 540-672-1638 ext 2.
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District to Hold 2nd Round of Lawn Testing Clinics
The Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District has received a grant through the Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund (also known as the Bay License Plate Fund) to expand our lawn soil testing program, which
was piloted in Madison County last summer. A soil test will evaluate what nutrients exist and are available
in your lawn and also what is lacking. Understanding your soil test and balancing your soils helps restore
healthy lawn and solve problem areas. The test costs just $10 plus shipping but CSWCD and Virginia Cooperative Extension are offering it to landowners for free!
We plan to hold a second round of clinics in early March 2019. In addition to lawn guidance, participants
will learn about other ways to address problem areas or reduce their mowed turf through the Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (VCAP) and cost share available for septic system maintenance. Registration is limited to 75 people per county. For more information, contact Stephanie DeNicola at stephanied@culpeperswcd.org or 540-825-8591.

2019 Tree Seedling Sale!
Send species requests to stephanied@culpeperswcd.org.
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Drinking Water Testing Clinics: Culpeper & Rappahannock
Thursday October 4, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. (Date changes from last issue)
Are you interested in testing your well water?
Tests to be done include: iron, manganese, sulfate, hardness, sodium, copper, nitrate, arsenic, fluoride, pH, total dissolved solids, coliform bacteria, E. coli bacteria and lead.
Where: Remington United Methodist Church 150 W Bowen St, Remington, VA 22734
Cost: $50 (includes sample analysis cost to test for selected chemical and bacteriological constituents)
Register: Call Becky Sheffield at the Culpeper Extension office at 540-727-3435 ext. 344. You must preregister, space is limited! Please bring a check made payable to Treasurer, Virginia Tech or cash for $50 to the
kickoff meeting to receive your sampling kit.
Samples must be dropped off at the Culpeper, Fauquier or Rappahannock Extension offices on Wednesday October 10 between 7am and 9am.
The follow-up meeting will be Thursday November 8.

Save the date! Woods and Wildlife
Conference returns to the Daniel
Technology Center on Saturday
February 23, 2019! Contact Adam
Downing at adowning@vt.edu to be
on the mailing list!
New Direct Phone Numbers for USDA-NRCS Staff






Rex Rexrode 540-317-7724
Nancy Utz 540-317-7727
Ashleigh Cason 540-317-7731
John Jeffries 540-317-7726
Courtney Pooton 540-317-7728
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Culpeper SWCD Announces New Federal Grant for Educational
Programs
The Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District has been chosen as a Bay Watershed Education and
Training (BWET) grantee by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). This three
year grant brings $250,000 into the District specifically to develop and deliver Meaningful Watershed Educational Experiences (MWEEs) for all sixth grade students in the five County District and also provide professional development programs for all instructors. The grant objectives include interdisciplinary activities
with English, Math and Art, instructing students in developing relevant investigative questions to apply the
Scientific Method and learn how to assess their schoolyard habitat for potential adverse environmental impacts and opportunities for improvements. Students will also be given the opportunity to write newspaper
articles and have them reviewed by local newspaper editors. Through a Memorandum of Understanding
with University of Mary Washington, the District intends to engage third and fourth year science education
students to help deliver multiple programs to students.
The initial year of the grant began with teacher professional development in June 2018, with followup training planned throughout the grant. The program will begin with William Wetsel Middle School in
Madison County and Rappahannock County Elementary School and will gradually scale up to include all
sixth grade students in public schools in the Culpeper District’s member counties by Year 3.
The Culpeper District has been acknowledged as the first soil and water conservation district on the
East Coast to be selected for this grant.
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Continued from page 3

interior birds when they are large enough to minimize edge. This reduces the effects of disturbance, such as nest
access by cowbirds. Selective cutting can be used to maintain an uneven-aged, mature hardwood forest and still
generate income.
Water quality best management practices, and actual laws in some parts of Virginia, require leaving forested riparian buffers along streams. Buffers create travel corridors for birds and habitat for streamside species,
such as wood ducks and barred owls. One hundred feet is a standard buffer width, but wider buffers are even
better for birds.
Controlling invasive species is in the best interest of the landowner, whether managing for boards or
birds. Invasive plants provide little quality food for birds. For example, compare the nonnative tree-of-heaven
with a native such as white oak. Tree-of-heaven seeds and foliage are not eaten by many species. White oaks,
on the other hand, produce acorns, an excellent hard mast source for birds and wildlife. Perhaps most importantly for songbirds, oak trees also grow caterpillars. Over 500 species of moths and butterflies use oaks as their larval food source, compared with 6 for tree-of-heaven. For almost all songbirds, caterpillars are a preferred food
source for raising baby birds.
Some people simply do not like the idea of managing forests and prefer to let nature take its course.
Over time, this approach can result in more mature forests and fewer young ones, at the expense of early successional bird species. Ironically, it can also result in more conversion of forest land over time. Most forest lands
in Virginia are privately owned. Landowners who can make money from their land are less likely to sell to developers. A managed forest is better for birds than a parking lot any day! Encouraging forest owners to manage
their woods is a good way to keep land in forest for the future.
For more information, contact your Private Lands Biologist:
 David Bryan: (804) 287-1661 or David.Bryan@va.usda.gov (Culpeper and Orange)
 Justin Folks: (540) 569-4652 or justin.folks@va.usda.gov (Greene, Madison & Rappahannock)
Sources:
Tallamy, D. W. 2007. Bringing nature home: How native plants sustain wildlife in our gardens. Portland, Or.: Timber
Press.
Dickson, James G.; Thompson, Frank R.; Conner, Richard N.; Franzreb, Kathleen E. 1993. Effects of silviculture on
neotropical migratory birds in central and southeastern oak pine forests. In: Finch, Deborah M.; Stangel, Peter W.
(eds.). Status and management of neotropical migratory birds: September 21-25, 1992, Estes Park, Colorado. Gen.
Tech. Rep. RM-229. Fort Collins, Colo.: Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Forest Service: 374-385

Prescribed fire can help maintain an early successional stage.
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Welcome Courtney!
During the summer of 2017 Courtney Pooton worked as a Soil
Conservationist intern with NRCS in Culpeper through the
federal Pathways program. Courtney attended Virginia Tech
and received a Bachelor of Science in Forest Resources and
Environmental Conservation with a minor in Crop and Soil
Environmental Science. While at Virginia Tech she was active in the Colligate Beef Leadership Council as well as her
sorority, Kappa Kappa Gamma. Following her graduation
from Virginia Tech in May 2018, she returned to NRCS as a
Soil Conservationist. Courtney first became interested in natural resource conservation when her family signed up for practices through NRCS and the Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District. In her spare time, she enjoys traveling, hunting, and working on her family’s cattle farm in Madison County.

Welcome Kendall!
Kendall Anderson Dellinger joined the Culpeper SWCD in May of 2018 after the retirement of E.J. Burke.
Kendall was born and raised in Culpeper on her family’s beef cattle farm. She graduated from Culpeper
County High School where she was active in 4-H and FFA. Kendall graduated from Virginia Tech with a Degree in Animal Technology, was an active member of Block and Bridle and was on the collegiate Livestock
Judging Team. She has worked with the Virginia Dept. of Agricultural and Consumer Sciences (VDACS) in
the Warrenton Animal Health Lab and most recently has worked at the Orange-Madison Co-op. She lives on
the family farm with her husband. In her spare time she enjoys working on the family farm, horseback riding,
gardening and fishing with her husband.
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SUMMER
RAIN
BARREL
SALE!
Rain barrels are available! Prices
are $75 for one and $140 for
two. For more information, contact Stephanie DeNicola at 540825-8591 or send an email to:
stephanied@culpeperswcd.org.
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The sponsors of this newsletter help
support the conservation efforts of the
Culpeper SWCD. If you are interested
in placing information about your
business or organization in this space,
please call (540) 825-8591.

