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Views From The Foothills
CONSERVATION DISTRICT SEEKS YOUR
ASSISTANCE; BMP DATA NEEDED
The Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District is well known for
many things throughout the five member counties in which it operates.
Technical assistance to landowners, homeowners and local government, engineering reviews for land development, engineering design
for ag projects, general technical assistance, education programs K-12
and for the public at large, training for engineers, etc. The list goes on
and on. According to District Manager Greg Wichelns “I expect we
do some things well that many people are not aware of but one of the
more prominent services is the local delivery of the state agricultural
cost share program and all that is involved with putting Best Management Practices (BMP’s) on the land. Most agricultural producers are
familiar with this aspect of district services. We have been engaged in
delivery of this program since the mid 1980’s, to the benefit of both
the producer/land owner and the environment. Most of the projects
have always included a contract for 5 or 10 years during which the
property owner or applicant is responsible for upkeep of the BMP according to the specifications of that BMP. At the end of the contract
life that responsibility ended although many of these BMP’s have become a permanent part of the operation and still provide both the management benefits and help protect the environment. We are very interested in these older BMP’s at this time.”

Welcome!
You are receiving this newsletter because you receive
land use tax benefits in our
counties. Please call 540-825
-8591 or email
stephanied@culpeperswcd.org
to remove yourself from our
mailing list

Continued on page 2
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All thru the years, all of these BMP’s have been included in the computer modeling of the Chesapeake Bay restoration efforts; the modeling science that lawmakers, state agencies and the district use to
make decisions regarding targeting additional investments to protect and restore the environment. Those
modeling efforts are currently in a phase of being updated and the modelers are seeking information on the
status of many of these older BMP’s that no longer have the contract requirements. According to
Wichelns, “both the district and the state are interested in confirming that they still exist and function more
or less as intended or that they don’t; either way. The benefit to all is that Virginia gets credit for all these
practices in its efforts to meet restoration expectations.” The District has hired a part time employee to assist with the collection of this information; Mr. Edward “EJ” Burke from Madison County. He has been
charged with contacting landowners to see if they are willing to assist the District in this effort. “We encourage consideration of participating in this initiative; it is to the benefit of all. There is no long term
commitment or any new contract to sign other than a verification statement that the district did complete
the assessment. We are simply seeking data to update the modeling status” noted Wichelns.
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Tree Seedling & Rain Barrel Sale
Pick up late March/early April 2016 from the CSWCD office in Culpeper
Visit our website for more information: www.culpeperswcd.org

Trees benefit our environment by controlling erosion, reducing toxins, converting carbon dioxide to oxygen,
and enhancing wildlife habitat. Proceeds will be used for educational programs.
Eastern White Pine - reaches a mature size of 80-100 feet in height
and 2-3 feet in diameter, but can reach 200 feet in height. It is
found on dry, sandy or rocky ridges, but grows best on moist,
sandy loam soils. This conifer provides thermal cover in winter for
many species of animals and birds.

Eastern Redbud - reaches a mature size of 15-30 feet in height
and 6-10 inches in diameter. It grows on moist, well-drained
woodlands. The wood is heavy, hard, not strong, and rich, dark
brown in color. Redbud is planted as an ornamental tree suitable for small landscapes.

Persimmon – reaches a mature size of 20-60 feet in height and 1-2
feet in diameter. It grows on a wide variety of sites, from sandy
woods to moist river bottoms to rocky slopes. The fruit is eaten by
humans, as well as by opossums, raccoons, skunks, foxes and
many songbirds.

Yellow Poplar– reaches a mature size of 90-110 feet in height
and 2-3 feet in diameter, but can reach nearly 200 feet in height
and 10 feet in diameter. Its habitat includes various moist, welldrained sites statewide, but it attains best growth on deep moist
soils along streams and in lower mountain coves.

White Dogwood – small tree with a short trunk that branches low,
producing a slightly rounded to flat-topped crown. It will reach
heights of 20-30 feet with a mature diameter of 1-2 feet, making it
a attractive ornamental tree. Growth is best on well-drained, clay,
loamy, sandy soils. Although the fruits are poisonous if eaten by
humans, more than 35 species of birds and many large and small
mammals are known to eat them.

Red Maple – reaches a mature size of up to 90 feet in height and
2 ½ feet in diameter. It grows on a variety of sites, from dry
ridges to swamps. The fruit and buds are a primary food source
for gray squirrels in late winter and early spring. Birds and mice
eat the seeds, and deer browse the young sprouts. Red maple is a
popular shade and ornamental tree, with brilliant fall color.

Rain Barrel - Collect and store rain water runoff from your rooftop via rain gutters. The rain barrels are made of recycled plastic
bottles. The kit includes: the barrel, lid, spigot, plug, connector hose, a drill bit to cut the downspout hole the right size, and detailed instructions. Great way to water your landscape and garden and save money.

Fill out form and fax to: 540-645-6624 or clip order form and mail to: CSWCD, 351 Lakeside Drive,
Culpeper, VA 22701, or email: stephanied@culpeperswcd.org or call (540)825-8591 .
Pick up at Culpeper SWCD only -- Pre-Orders must be paid in full CHECKS OR CASH ONLY
Friday April 1 from 2-7pm OR Friday April 8 from 2-7pm
ANY TREES NOT PICKED UP BY 7PM 4/8 MAY BE FORFEITED WITHOUT REFUNDS

NAME: _________________________________________
EMAIL:_________________________________________________
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________________
CITY/ZIP: ________________________________________PHONE: _________________________
ITEM

SIZE

# IN
PACK

$
PACK

White Dogwood

8-14”

5

Eastern Redbud

16-24”

Red Maple
White Pine

#
PACK

TOTAL

ITEM

SIZE

# IN
PACK

$
PACK

$5.50

Yellow
Poplar

10-20”

5

$5.50

5

$5.50

Tree tube

3’

1

$4.50

18-22”

5

$5.50

Tree tube

4’

1

$5.50

8-14”

5

$5.50

Rain barrel

50 gal

1

$75

#
PACK

TOTAL

Total Amount Included: _______________________________________
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Conservation District Cover Crop Program Signup
Agriculture program conservation funds are currently available from the Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District for a variety of conservation practices including cover crops for winter cover on crop fields.
Opportunities exist for single species cover crops such as small grains for either harvest or killing and also
for multiple species cover crops that incorporate forage or tillage radishes, legumes and other species to
provide additional soil benefits. Payments range from $15 to $48 per acre depending on what is planted and
when it is planted. Planting by October 10 pays higher and pure stands of some rye cultivars also pay additional amounts. A nutrient management plan is typically required to be eligible and this further benefits the
producer. The agronomic benefits of cover crops are well established: scavenging of soil nutrients especially nitrogen, fixing atmospheric nitrogen into the soil, improving soil tilth and organic matter, protecting the
soil from erosion in the off season and improving water infiltration into the soil are a few. Knowing your
purpose(s) for growing a cover crop, targeting your species selection and management to achieve your purpose is key to attaining greater benefits. Signup and approval is required.
Now is the time to contact the District to get more details and enroll acreage for this year’s cover
crops. The District has set aside part of its annual cost share allocation from the state specifically to address
cover crop requests. For more information contact the District at 540-672-1523 or 540-825-8591 or for additional opportunities the Natural Resources Conservation Service at 540-825-4200 ext. 3.

Field of tillage radishes
Fall 2015
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Septic Cost Share Available in Portions of the Robinson River Watershed
Septic system cost share is available in the lower part of the Robinson River as it flows downstream from near the new
bridge at Mulatto Run on Route 231, including all of White Oak Lake and White Oak Run areas and South to Route
230, and then all of the Robinson River areas East of U.S. Route 29. See page 10 for more information
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Of Monarchs and Milkweed
By David Bryan, Private Lands Biologist
There are few natural wonders that compare to the Monarch. These fluttering beauties of crisp orange, black
and white have inspired generations of children and recaptured the attention of many adults. Sadly, many of us
are seeing less and less of these winged beauties throughout the year. How many years has it been for you? It is
getting to the point that the only thing that reminds us of their absence is the lucky day that we actually see
one. How many of us have had the thought, “Wow, I haven’t seen one of those in ages?”
There is at least one place where you can find Monarchs these days with certainty, and that is the news
media. From private conservationists to non-profit organizations to government agencies, Monarchs are getting
some well-deserved attention. In fact, the butterflies have undergone such a population tail spin that the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service is currently conducting a status review of the species to see if they warrant
listing under the Endangered Species Act. A decline of more than 80% over the past two decades or so is certainly cause for alarm.
We certainly would be amiss to discuss Monarchs without a quick overview of their life cycle. Every
year, Monarchs start their yearly cycle in the oyamel fir forests of Mexico’s southern state of Michoacan, with
a lesser amount in forested groves on the California coast. Mating occurs during the late winter and the Monarchs migrate north to find milkweed along their path, laying eggs for the development of a new generation
before dying. In time, the eggs hatch and the larvae emerge to feed upon the milkweed plants for about two
weeks before going completing the amazing process of metamorphosis. The butterflies that emerge then continue north to begin the cycle all over again. For several generations the cycle continues, but the fourth generation is special. The fourth generation, having metamorphosed in the northern United States and Canada, enters
diapause, or a delay in development, during which they fly all the way back to the Monarch wintering grounds
in Mexico, overwinter and begin the amazing cycle over in the spring.
So why are Monarchs in such great decline? The issues are many and complex. In the wintering
grounds, illegal logging threatens the monarchs at a time when they are most concentrated and vulnerable.
Nonetheless, these things are relatively out of our hands. Here in the United States, the issues are different. In
the Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District and across Virginia, habitat is the issue. First and foremost,
the decline of milkweed is of major concern. As mankind has become ever more chemically efficient in eliminating weeds from the edges of our fields, as we use the bush-hog on our fencerows, right-of-ways and suburban dwellings more than ever, milkweed rarely has a chance to survive. An individual Monarch may fly hundreds and hundreds of miles north to find milkweed, but if it fails in its effort to find milkweed, the cycle ends.
Accordingly, the number one thing that we can do for Monarchs is plant native varieties such as Common
Milkweed, Butterfly Milkweed and Swamp Milkweed. We can also preserve and even propagate existing
stands on our properties by collecting and spreading seed.
While milkweeds deserve attention, preservation and propagation for their role in the Monarch life cycle, in all
reality it is important to mention that all nectar-producing plants are important to feed the butterflies during
their yearly migrations. Purple Coneflower, Wild Bergamot, Joe-Pye Weed, Sunflowers and Goldenrods are
just a few of the many species that can provide nectar to Monarchs and other butterflies throughout their bloom
seasons. The key is these areas must be developed, protected and not mown down in order for them to be of
real value.
Do you have interest in helping the Monarch on your property? If you are a suburban landowner, consider buying some native Butterflyweed for planting throughout your gardens as a host plant. Purple Coneflower and other species can also be planted as refueling stops for Monarchs passing through. For those who own or
operate farms, consider mowing or spraying around milkweed patches, thus letting them expand. Consider the
implementation of field borders throughout the farm or take out less valuable crop ground and convert to a pollinator meadow. Of course this will also help the quail, songbirds and other imperiled species on your property.

Continued on page 7
Fall 2015
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Continued from page 6

Anything can help and the more the better. In time we hope that efforts like these, patched across the landscape of the United States, will lead to a change in Monarch population trends. We hope that our children,
grandchildren and all future generations will still get to be inspired by the beauty of the Monarch just as we
have. The time to act is now.
David Bryan is a Private Lands Biologist funded by the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
and the Natural Resources Conservation Service. He and his counterpart Justin Folks are available to provide technical assistance on a farm scale for implementing Monarch-friendly practices such as pollinator
meadows or field borders, and can also guide landowners through federal financial assistance programs if
desired. For more information, call David Bryan at 804-537-5225 x119 if located in Culpeper, Madison or
Orange and counties to the north or east. Call Justin Folks at 540-348-6218 x108 if located in Greene, Rappahannock and counties to the west.

7

Fall 2015

Views From The Foothills

Culpeper Soil & Water Conservation District

Emerald Ash Borer Beetles Caught in Madison County
Shenandoah National Park Press Release
Shenandoah National Park staff have confirmed additional infestations of emerald ash borers (EAB) in the
park. Adult EAB beetles were caught in surveillance traps near Mathews Arm Campground, Gravel
Springs Hut, Pinnacles Picnic Area, Big Meadows Picnic Area, and South River Picnic Area. These new
finds represent a significant jump from last year’s detections in the northernmost portion of the Park
(Warren County) and near Park Headquarters in Page County. They also represent detections in three new
Virginia counties including Rappahannock, Rockingham, and Madison. Park Superintendent Jim Northup
stated, “It appears that the emerald ash borer is moving fairly rapidly through the Park from North to
South, faster than our staff anticipated. This is a sad reminder of how hard it is to maintain ecological integrity, even in our National Parks.”
The emerald ash borer is a half-inch-long metallic green beetle that lays eggs on the bark of ash
trees. After hatching, the EAB larvae burrow under the bark and create feeding tunnels that cut off nutrient
and water flow to the tree. As a result, ash trees typically die within three to five years. EAB was accidentally introduced to North America from Asia and was first discovered in southeast Michigan in 2002 on
infested wood packaging material. Since its introduction, EAB has spread to 25 states and two Canadian
provinces, killing over 50 million ash trees.
Ash trees represent a significant component of Shenandoah National Park’s ecosystems. Five percent of the trees in the Park are ash. This may not sound like a lot; however, ash trees are found throughout
the Park and occur in 16 of its 34 vegetation communities. Collectively, these ash-containing communities
make up 65% of the Park’s forest (126,883 acres). If EAB becomes well established in Shenandoah, it
could lead to upwards of 95% ash mortality.
Since the EAB is a nonnative pest, the Park is mandated to minimize its impacts on native ash trees. In
April 2013, staff began conducting preventive EAB pesticide treatments on ash in developed areas and select
sensitive plant communities in the northern third of the Park. Every year since, Park staff have conducted treatments in the North District and this year now include portions of the Central District. The project goals are to
reduce hazard ash tree formation in developed areas and to preserve a portion of the Park’s ash trees until approved biological controls become available. Park staff treated 1,030 ash trees in spring 2015. The treatment
window for effective EAB suppression in the Park is April and May. Complete eradication of EAB is not currently feasible, but Park managers are taking these actions to maintain public safety and to protect ash trees
where possible.
EAB and other exotic forest pests can be transported via firewood. To minimize this pathway of introduction, Park regulations only allow heat-treated firewood (USDA approved) and firewood that is collected
within the Park. For more information about firewood regulations at Shenandoah, visit our website at: http://
www.nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/firewood_eab.htm. More information about emerald ash borer can be found
at: http://www.emeraldashborer.info/.
Contacts:
Rolf Gubler, rolf_gubler@nps.gov, 540-999-3500 ext. 3291
Justine Chorley, justine_chorley@nps.gov, 540-999-3500 ext. 3300

Fall 2015

8

Culpeper Soil & Water Conservation District

Views From The Foothills

Forestry Quail Habitat Recovery Cost-Share Program
Forestry Topic #16
Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) promotes healthy, sustainable forests for Virginians and Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) seeks to manage Virginia’s wildlife to maintain optimum populations of all species to serve the needs of the Commonwealth. VDGIF is partnering with VDOF to advance Virginia’s Quail Recovery Initiative by providing funding assistance to forest landowners for a variety of good forestry practices, which will enhance quail habitat.
Bobwhite quail populations have plummeted in recent years due to loss of appropriate habitat like
brushy, weedy areas; field and forest edges, and fallow lands. Forestry practices that promote healthy and productive forests can, at the same time, create good habitat for quail and other animals and insects that prefer these
sunny and open conditions.
The program is administered by the Virginia Department of Forestry with funding support from Virginia
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries.
The program is for private, non-industrial forest landowners within the 15-county area identified in the
quail recovery initiative as “target” counties. This includes Culpeper, Greene, Madison, Orange and Rappahannock Counties.
Cost-share is available for several approved practices, but shall not exceed 150 acres and $10,000 per
fiscal year per landowner (tax identification entity).
Practice #1 – Herbicide Application in Managed Forests: Thinning of forest stands mid-way through their
life cycle allows for increased growth and tree health. The additional sunlight initially allows many plants beneficial to wildlife to grow under the pines, but less favorable woody plants will soon dominate the understory.
Controlling these woody plants with herbicides opens the forest floor again for grasses and weeds preferred by
quail. (60% of cost, not to exceed $50 per acre)
Practice #2 – Commercial Thinning in Small Acreage Stands: Thinning promotes healthy forests by giving
trees more room to grow and also allows more sunlight on the ground, encouraging the growth of small plants
for wildlife food and cover. However, it can be difficult to get loggers to thin small-acreage stands due to the
cost of moving equipment to the site. ($100 per acre)
Practice #3 – Diminished Pine Species Establishment: Shortleaf and longleaf pine produce high-quality lumber and were once common in Virginia, but are now greatly diminished. Due to their growth pattern, young
stands stay open longer and are more tolerant to fire, both of which benefit wildlife. (80% of costs, maximum
$200 per acre)
Practice #4 – Non-Commercial Thinning: Stands that are too thick will shade out beneficial ground plants and
have lower potential for timber. Early thinning will improve tree growth, health and development of wildlifefavoring plants. (80% of costs up to $100 per acre)
Practice #5 – Prescribed Burning in Forest Stands: Fire, under controlled and managed conditions, is a tool
that can benefit both forests and wildlife. It can reduce build-ups of hazardous fuels, opens the understory, and
encourages new plant growth used by wildlife. (60% of costs up to $40 an acre)
For more information about this program and other VDOF services or programs, please contact:
Culpeper & Rappahannock: Kyle Dingus 540-347-6305 or 540-748-9213 kyle.dingus@dof.virginia.gov
Greene & Orange: Ed Furlow 540-395-1164 or ed.furlow@dof.virginia.gov
Madison: Jack Kauffman 540-395-1226 or jack.kauffman@dof.virginia.gov
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Septic System Health Care
By Henny Calloway, CSWCD Conservation Specialist
The Commonwealth of Virginia and Culpeper SWCD are currently offering a grant-based cost share program for
significant portions of Rappahannock, Culpeper, Madison and Orange Counties. Homeowners that live in the eligible watershed areas of the Upper Hazel, Upper York or portions of the Robinson River watersheds are eligible for
the assistance for the maintenance, repair or replacement of septic systems. Residents are eligible for reimbursement of 50% of the expense of maintaining, repairing or replacing on-site septic systems (the reimbursement may
be as high as 75% depending on income). For the Upper Hazel watershed, all of Rappahannock County that drains
to the Hughes, Hazel, Thornton, Covington and Rush Rivers, including all of Battle Run is eligible. This is essentially most of the county except a small area north of Amissville and the Flint Hill and north area. The Etlan and
Nethers areas of Madison County and Culpeper County west of Reva, Griffinsburg and Monumental Mills are also
included. For the Upper York watershed, nearly all of Orange County south of Route 20 and east of US 15, except
for very small areas along the county border with Spotsylvania and Louisa Counties, is in the eligible area. For the
Robinson River, the eligible areas are from near the new bridge at Mulatto Run on Route 231, including all of
White Oak Lake and White Oak Run areas and South to Route 230, and then all of the Robinson River areas
East of U.S. Route 29.
It is important for homeowners to understand their septic systems. A typical septic system consists of three
main parts: the septic tank, the distribution box and the drainfield. Septic system problems may be identified by
gurgling noises when fluids leave the home and the slow draining of sinks, toilets and/or the bathtubs, for example.
Also, wet spots and strange odors above your septic system components may be a symptom of septic system malfunction as this is usually due to sewage seeping above the ground.
To evaluate a septic system problem the homeowner may want to consider a few factors. If only one fixture
is not draining, the problem may be in that line only. If liquids are not leaving the house the problem could be in
several areas. If the septic tank is opened and the liquids are at the tank inlet level, the problem may be at the inlet
or between the home and the inlet. If the liquid is above the tank inlet level, the problem may be at the tank outlet
or further after your tank. Correcting problems quickly will help to ensure that your family and the environment
will not be harmed by the presence of raw sewage in your environment.
Septic system failures are caused by many factors. For example, the tank outlet tees may become clogged
from solids causing sewage backup into the home. Grease, paint and large amounts of cleaning solution flushed
down the drain and thus added to the septic system can kill essential bacteria that break down sewage solids. Also,
cigarette butts, disposable diapers, plastic and trash should never enter a septic system. A garbage disposal should
not be installed unless the drainfield has been designed for it. One of the major causes of drainfield failure is the
lack of regular pumping maintenance. The Virginia Department of Health recommends that septic tanks be pumped
every 3-5 years to help prevent excessive buildup of solids in the tank. The frequency that it actually needs to be
pumped depends on the size of the tank and the number of people in the household.
Another frequent cause of system malfunction is the presence of tree roots in one or more components of
the septic system. Protecting your drainfield is another way to ensure that your septic system continues to operate
efficiently. Also, heavy machinery and equipment should not be parked on or driven over your septic system because their weight causes soil compaction, which will reduce the soil’s ability to receive and treat wastewater, and
because system components such as the septic tank and distribution box are not designed to support the weight of a
vehicle larger than a riding mower.
If you take care of your septic system, you will protect the health of your family and neighbors as well as
the water that humans, wildlife, aquatic life and the environment are extremely dependent upon. All of these are
grant-based cost-share programs are funded by the Commonwealth and homeowners in these watersheds are eligible. The programs are entirely voluntary. The purpose is to improve water quality in and downstream from these
areas. An application is required prior to commencement of septic cost share projects. Upon completion of maintenance, repair, replacement installation the homeowner will be reimbursed promptly. The Conservation District can
help with a free assessment. For more information call 540-948-7531 or 540-825-8591. This cooperative project has
been funded in part by EPA through Section 319(n) grant; grant agreements 15990, 15972 and 16119.
Fall 2015
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Rain Barrels
Update!
Rain barrels are available in again!
Prices are $75 for one and $140 for
two. For more information, contact
Stephanie DeNicola at 540-825-8591
or send an email to:
stephanied@culpeperswcd.org.
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