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Welcome! 
You are receiving this  

newsletter because you receive land 
use tax benefits in our counties. 

Please call  
540-825-8591 or email  

stephanied@culpeperswcd.org to 
remove yourself from our mailing 

list. 

Conservation Easements 101  
 
There currently is significant interest within the Culpeper District in 
farmland protection and preservation, open space preservation, natural 
resource conservation and land conservation generally and increased 
interest by many in the financial remedies or benefits that exist at both 
the state and federal levels for such.  These are all worthy of exploring 
by anyone even remotely interested in conservation incentives, farm-
land preservation and open space.  Due to the increased interest, we 
thought it worthy of a brief article on such. And on a related matter, we 
call your attention to page 4 of this newsletter which announces an up-
coming program on generational transfer of land; another land conser-
vation tool. We have heard very good reviews about this program and 
encourage your interest.  
 Moving on, and keeping with current times, if you Google 
ñWhat is a Conservation Easementò here is what AI has to offer; with 
brief ñadd-onsò by SWCD. 

A conservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement where 
a landowner restricts certain uses of their property to protect its natural 
resources or historic values or its farming value. It allows the land-
owner to retain ownership and use of the land while conveying some 
property rights to a conservation organization or government agency, 
thus limiting future development and protecting the property's conser-
vation attributes. Add-on: It does not grant anyone access to your 
land except for any easement monitoring that was agreed to. And it 
does have value; tax credits, potential outright purchase and other. 
Here's a more detailed explanation (more AI): 

¶ Voluntary Agreement: Landowners enter into conserva-
tion easements voluntarily, choosing to limit their future 
development rights. Add on: Most often in exchange for 
something. 

¶ Protection of Natural Resources: The primary goal is to 
preserve natural resources, such as habitat, water quality, 
and open space, and historic values. Add on; and to pro-
tect farmland and farming, now and forever.  

¶ Retained Ownership: Landowners retain ownership and 
can continue to use the land, sell it, or pass it on to their 
heirs. Add on: And landowners still fully control access 
by others.  No rights to the public have been created. 

Continued on page 2 
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¶ Limited Development: The easement typically restricts or prohibits certain types of devel-
opment, such as building on certain areas, subdividing, or altering the natural topography.  

¶ Qualified Holder: The easement is held by a qualified conservation organization or govern-
ment agency, which is responsible for monitoring and enforcing the restrictions.  

¶ Benefits: Conservation easements can offer tax benefits for the landowner and provide long-
term protection for the land. Add on: And can be purchased outright, at least in part and 
there are several opportunities currently available for such.  This is worth exploring. 

Read On. So thatôs the AI version. 
 Next: We at SWCD are not easement experts.  There are others who are, and we are aware of 
who they are.  Virginia Outdoors Foundation as a Virginia State Agency is a good place to start, espe-
cially if you need an education on the topic (www.vof.org). USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) is also knowledgeable, particularly about their programs (www.nrcs.usda.gov).  Pied-
mont Environmental Council is currently very active. (www.pecva.org).  There are others. There are some 
presentations from past SWCD workshops and can review them on our website at 
www.culpeperswcd.org/new-landowner-binder/.   
 
                           USDA Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) 
The Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) protects the agricultural viability and related 
conservation values of eligible land by limiting nonagricultural uses which negatively affect agricultural 
uses and conservation values, protect grazing uses and related conservation values by restoring or con-
serving eligible grazing land, and protecting and restoring and enhancing wetlands on eligible land. 
ACEP has two components: 

Agricultural Land Easements (ALE) help private and tribal landowners, land trusts, and other 
entities such as state and local governments protect croplands and grasslands on working farms 
and ranches by limiting non-agricultural uses of the land through conservation easements.  
Funding is awarded up to 50% of the fair market value of the agricultural easement. 
There is a continuous application period with scoring done annually.  

Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE) help private and tribal landowners protect, restore and en-
hance wetlands which have been previously degraded due to agricultural uses. Funding is 100 
percent of the easement value PLUS 75 to 100 percent of the restoration costs.  NRCS also 
pays all costs for appraisal, title insurance, survey and recording. There is a continuous 
application process and applications are scored annually.  

 
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation 

DCR's Division of Land Conservation helps citizens and organizations protect land by assisting in the dis-
tribution of state funding for land conservation, and acquiring land for Virginia State Parks and the Vir-
ginia Natural Area Preserve System. The Virginia Land Conservation Foundation has 5 categories of land 
protection: farmland protection, forestland conservation, historic area preservation, natural area protec-
tion; and open space and parks.  

The Land Conservation team helps to distribute funding for conservation by reviewing the conser-
vation value of Land Preservation Tax Credit applications for more than $1 million and providing admin-
istrative support for the Virginia Land Conservation Foundation Board (VLCF) and grant program. 

The Real Property Office also works with the State Parks and Natural Heritage Divisions to delin-
eate and enforce boundaries for these DCR-owned lands. The Office works with landowners near parks 
and natural area preserves to protect properties with open-space easements and to provide stewardship for 
those easements. 

Both teams connect landowners with information to explain conservation programs and the differ-
ent conservation mechanisms available to them. 

Continued from page 1 

Continued on page 3 

http://www.vof.org
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.pecva.org
https://www.culpeperswcd.org/new-landowner-binder/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ale-agricultural-land-easements
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/wre-wetland-reserve-easements
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Continued from page 2 

Landowners interested in conserving their land have several options, including conservation ease-
ments and fee simple gifts through donations, sales or bargain sales. Usually, a landowner will work with 
a land trust, local government or state agency to protect their land. Occasionally, a landowner will work 
with a federal agency to conserve land. Some federal and state agencies provide grants to localities or 
landowners to pursue land conservation. 
 Funding from the VLCF can be awarded up to 50% of project costs 

There are many reasons why landowners choose to conserve their land. They may want to conserve 
land that has been in their family, protect environmental resources, protect wildlife, or maybe provide for 
future generations to be able to enjoy what they have been able to.  

The Land Conservation office offers information on the benefits of protecting land, methods to con-
serve it and the organizations that can assist.  

 
Virginia Department of Forestry Conservation Easements 

The goal of the VDOF Conservation Easement Program is to enable forest landowners to make certain their 
land is available for forest management in perpetuity. Managed or working forests provide a sustainable 
flow of natural goods and services that benefit all Virginians. Because larger blocks of working forest pro-
vide the greatest range of benefits, VDOF Conservation Easements focus on keeping the forestland intact 
and undivided, enabling landowners to manage their forestland for timber products and environmental val-
ues. A VDOF working forest conservation easement is similar to a traditional conservation easement, ex-
cept that the easement terms are primarily developed to protect the working forest. Language is included in 
the easement that will guide and encourage long-term natural resources stewardship within the context of a 
forest stewardship management plan.  

So thatôs Conservation Easements 101. We hope we have piqued your interest and you reach out to 
one of the organizations below to learn more. These are the primary organizations we are familiar with; 
there are more.  

¶ Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS): www.nrcs.usda.gov 
¶ Virginia Land Conservation Foundation: www.dcr.virginia.gov 
¶ Virginia Outdoors Foundation (VOF): www.vof.org 
¶ Piedmont Environmental Council: www.pecva.org  
¶ Virginia Department of Forestry: www.dof.virginia.gov 

Selling your Land? Got BMPės? 
By Lily Smith, CSWCD Conservation Specialist II 

  
If youôre planning to sell your land, donôt forget to check for active Best Management Practices (BMPs) on 
the property. Many BMPs, such as livestock exclusion fencing or watering systems, receive cost-share or 
tax credits and come with a maintenance requirement that can last anywhere from 10 to 15 years. New 
landowners are often unaware that a BMP is under contract, which can lead to compliance issues down the 
road. 
 To make the transition smoother, the cost share program offers a Transfer of Maintenance Agree-
ment. This form allows the responsibility for maintaining the BMP to shift from the seller to the buyer, en-
suring the practice continues to be properly maintained for the remainder of its lifespan. If youôre selling 
land with BMPs that are still in lifespan, contact our office to obtain the form and then get it dual signed. 
Not only will this protect the investment, but it will also set the new owner up for success. If you do not 
officially transfer the responsibility, you remain responsible for the BMP regardless of who owns the land. 

https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/land-conservation/sample-easement
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/land-conservation/sample-easement
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/land-conservation/landcon-organizations.php
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/land-conservation/tools-local-government
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/land-conservation/state-agencies
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/land-conservation/federal-agencies
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/land-conservation/federal-state-grants
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
mailto:susan.bulbulkaya@dcr.virginia.gov
http://www.vof.org
http://www.pecva.org
http://www.dof.virginia.gov
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LANDOWNERLEGACYPLANNING

*INTACT* IN FORESTORFARM* 
* IN FAMILY*

{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜΧ

Generation NEXT
Workshop

Montpelier, Virginia
August 15 & 16, 2025

More information and registration:
Generation NEXT websiteor contact Karen 
Snape at ksnape@vt.edu or 540-231-6494

A partnership of:

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, and local governments. Virginia Cooperative Extension and Virginia Department of Forestry 
programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, sex (including pregnancy), 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law. If you are a person with a 
disability and desire assistance or accommodation, please notify Karen Snape at (540-231-6494/TDD*) during 
business hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. *TDD number is (800) 828-1120.
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Conservation Collaboration at Its Best:  

District Hosts Third Annual Conservation Programs Update Workshop  
 

In March, the Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District proudly hosted its Third Annual Conservation 
Programs Update Workshop, bringing together local landowners and agricultural operators at the Madison 
County Fire Hall. With a strong focus on practical, on-the-ground conservation strategies, the event provid-
ed valuable insights into the latest programs and opportunities available to the agricultural community. 
 The workshop featured engaging presentations from a diverse group of conservation partners, in-
cluding the Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District, Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), Virginia State Universityôs Small Farm Outreach Program, the Smithsonianôs Virginia Working 
Landscapes and Virginia Grassland Bird Initiative, the Virginia Department of Forestry, the Virginia Out-
doors Foundation, and the Piedmont Environmental Council. 
 Each organization brought something unique to the tableðwhether it was funding opportunities, 
technical support, or innovative approaches to land management that protect and enhance natural resources. 
Beyond the formal presentations, the workshop included impactful testimonials from individuals and organ-
izations who have successfully participated in various conservation programs. These firsthand stories of-
fered both inspiration and practical guidance for attendees interested in putting conservation into action on 
their own properties. 
 With around 30 landowners and agricultural producers in attendance, the event fostered meaningful 
connections among conservation professionals, program partners, and community membersðall united by 
a shared commitment to stewarding the land. The workshop highlighted the Districtôs ongoing dedication to 
supporting agricultural producers while promoting sound environmental practices. 
 Looking ahead, the District is already preparing for the Fourth Annual New Landowner Conserva-
tion Services Workshop, scheduled for September 5th at Graves Mountain Farm and Lodges. This flagship 
event draws an even broader audience and offers an expanded slate of presentations, resources, and net-
working opportunities for landowners throughout the Culpeper District. Stay tuned for more detailsðwe 
look forward to building on the momentum and continuing to grow conservation partnerships across the 
region. 
 For more information on future workshops or to learn how to get involved in local conservation ef-
forts, please contact the Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District. 
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Pesticide Containers Accepted for Recycling  
By: Carl C. Stafford, Senior Extension Agent   

 
Triple rinsed plastic pesticide containers can be returned for recycling thanks to a program run by local Ex-
tension with assistance from Culpeper County and CFC Farm and Home.   
 We are working together to recycle agricultural plastic pesticide containers.  Participating farmers 
can expect to receive $1.00 per container credit on their next pesticide purchase at CFC Farm and Home.     
 According to the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Pesticide Division, 
funding is provided from fees they collect making this a self-supporting program. The Agriculture Container 
Recycling Council also contributes.  
 The container recycling program is intended to encourage recycling of useful plastic. Only triple 
rinsed containers will be accepted, lids and sleeve labels removed. You can leave the glued-on paper labels 
in place.    
 VDACS offers us the opportunity to provide this program free of charge to participating farmers. 
Containers can be brought to the CFC for recycling.  A trailer is used for this purpose near the fertilizer 
plant. See their staff there. Acceptable containers should be triple rinsed, caps and plastic sleeve labels re-
moved. Acceptable containers will be dry and free of pesticide residue.     
 Any triple rinsed plastic pesticide container is acceptable for recycling including spreader sticker 
containers, fertilizer or dairy cleanser containers. All these containers will be accepted starting April first 
and for as long as funds are available to pay the credit.    
 For more information, please call Carl Stafford at 540-727-3435, extension 351 or Ashley Appling at 
extension 355. This program is open to any producer but containers need to be brought to CFC Farm and 
Home in Culpeper. 
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Emerald Ash Borer Cost -Share Program Cost Assistance for Protecting 

Ash Trees  
  
Applications are now open for the Virginia Department of Forestry (DOF) Emerald Ash Borer Cost-Share 
Program, which offers cost reimbursement for treating ash trees to protect from the invasive emerald ash 
borer. Landowners and organizations (including municipalities, not-for-profits, educational institutions and 
homeowner associations) can apply until June 13, 2025. 
                The cost share reimburses up to 50% of the costs for emamectin benzoate insecticide trunk injec-
tions by a certified applicator, up to $1,250 per landowner or $5,000 per organization. 
                To be eligible, treatments must be for green, white, black, blue, pumpkin, or Carolina ash trees at 
least 12 inches in diameter at chest height. A DOF forester must assess trees prior to treatment to be con-
sidered for cost share funds. 
                The emerald ash borer is the most destructive forest insect ever to invade the U.S., having killed 
hundreds of millions of ash trees. This cost-share program aims to safeguard the future of Virginiaôs ash 
resource by making treatments more affordable and getting more trees treated. When applied correctly, 
emamectin benzoate treatments are effective at protecting ash trees from emerald ash borer for up to three 
years and can save landowners the cost of removing dead ash trees. 
                ñIf you have an ash tree you love, now is the time to treat it,ò said DOF Forest Health Technician 
Amanda Conrad. ñWaiting until you see a problem could mean it's already too late." 
                To get started protecting your ash trees, contact your DOF forester, or learn more about this cost-
share program by visiting DOFôs website. If interested in applying, follow this link for program infor-
mation and application. If you have any questions, contact Program Administrator Amanda Conrad at 
amanda.conrad@dof.virginia.gov.  
              ** Note that cost share cannot be given for past treatment of ash trees. Contact your forester 
for more information.  
  
About the Virginia Department of Forestry 
The Virginia Department of Forestry (DOF) protects and develops healthy, sustainable forest resources for Virgini-
ans. With nearly 16 million acres of forestland and more than 108,000 Virginians employed in forestry, forest prod-
ucts and related industries, Virginia forests provide an overall economic output of more than $23 billion annually. 
                Headquartered in Charlottesville, the agency has forestry staff members assigned to every county to pro-
vide citizen service and public safety protection across the Commonwealth, which itôs been doing now for more than 
100 years. DOF is an equal opportunity provider.  

Photo credits:  
VDOF (left) and USDA (right) 

New Forester Assignments: 
Culpeper & Rappahannock: Peter Schoderbek 434-282-4169  
peter.schoderbek@dof.virginia.gov 
Greene & Madison: Ed Furlow 540-395-1164 ed.furlow@dof.virginia.gov 
Orange: Griffin Robeson (434)962-9266 Griffin.Robeson@dof.virginia.gov 

 

https://dof.virginia.gov/forest-management-health/landowner-assistance/find-a-forester/find-a-vdof-forester/
https://dof.virginia.gov/forest-management-health/forest-health/financial-assistance-program/emerald-ash-borer-treatment-program/
https://dof.virginia.gov/forest-management-health/forest-health/financial-assistance-program/emerald-ash-borer-treatment-program/
mailto:amanda.conrad@dof.virginia.gov
mailto:peter.schoderbek@dof.virginia.gov
mailto:ed.furlow@dof.virginia.gov
mailto:Griffin.Robeson@dof.virginia.gov
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Selecting and Managing Different Types of  

Vegetative Riparian Buffers  
By Trevor Talley, CSWCD Conservation Specialist I 

 
You just installed a stream exclusion project on your farm and decided to do a wide buffer area, which is 
35ft or 50ft. The livestock on your farm are now enjoying the alternative fresh/new water source that has 
been implemented.  Another major benefit you quickly notice are the hazards that have been eliminated 
from the livestock within the streambanks. Gazing around the property, you also notice the new non-
grazable buffer land created from the fence set back and immediately wonder what to do with it now.  
There are a few management practices that can be implemented to preserve natural resources and offer 
wildlife habitat, while reducing your long-term maintenance within the buffer area. Management practices 
are based off the type of land you may have and your long-term goals for the property.  
 One option a landowner can elect is to do nothing in their stream exclusion buffer area, and let na-
ture decide. You may witness some favorable vegetation emerging, and notice the streambanks naturally 
heal, by just excluding the livestock and doing nothing. However, by not managing your buffer area you 
will also notice the numerous invasive species in Virginia, waiting to jump in and thrive in your non-
grazable areas. Ailanthus Trees (Tree of Heaven), Autmn Olive and Bradford Pears are common invasive 
species throughout Virginia. These trees are extremely invasive and have weak wood that tends to have 
branches break during storms. The weak wood characteristics of these species create a threat to your stream 
exclusion fence.  
For open buffer land areas, you can treat the land with a herbicide, till or burn, and you can introduce grass-
es and vegetation that have deep root systems to stabilize soils around streambanks. Switch Grass is a great 
example of a grass that has a very deep root system, ranging from 5 to 6 feet deep, as they mature. Water 
and nutrient (nitrogen and phosphorus) absorption are 2 key ecological benefits resulting from an estab-
lished stand of Switch Grass. To enhance your buffer area, in addition to the switchgrass, you can include a 
native meadow mix (native grasses and wildflowers) to offer benefits for wildlife and pollinators. The thick 
vegetative cover in your buffer areas will help suppress invasive plants that may compromise your fence 
over time. Maintenance of your grass/meadow buffer typically consists of bush hogging, once a year in 
February or early March, before nesting animals begin using the vegetation. You will also have to use herb-
icides or clip vegetation at the base of your fence throughout the year. 
 Instead of a grassland or meadow buffer, you may prefer a woodland buffer area within your stream 
exclusion. A forested buffer area also offers ecological benefits of water and nutrient absorption. Trees will 
stabilize the streambanks and reduce the erosion taking place because of their deep root systems. Some 
common species of trees and shrubs that can be planted in a buffer area are Willow Oaks (or most oak spe-
cies), Sycamores, Maples, Buttonbushes and Silky dogwoods. A forester with the Department of Forestry 
can work with you to select the appropriate tree species for your property. A forested buffer provides food 
and shelter for wildlife and pollinators, as well as shade and wind breaks around the field edges for live-
stock. A landowner should be conscious of maintenance and potential upkeep around the fence line as trees 
begin to mature and may fall or have debris on fence. However, the trees will also help shade out potential 
invasive plant competition within your buffer, as your favorable trees begin to grow and mature.   
 Before selecting a riparian buffer management practice for your stream exclusion buffer area, make 
sure you have long term goals in mind for your property. Also keep in mind that a plan for maintenance 
needs to be established within the buffer to keep your fence from being compromised, regardless of the 
type of vegetation you select for your buffer. Whichever management practice you choose, you will notice 
benefits for your livestock, wildlife and pollinators on your property by excluding streams and surface wa-
ter from your pasture system.  
 
References: Virginia Department of Forestry.  
Ernst Conservation Seeds. 
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Agricultural Cost Share Practices  

All staff can now be reached at (540) 825-8591 
¶ David Massie  davidm@culpeperswcd.org ext. 1004 
¶ Amanda McCullen amandac@culpeperswcd.org ext. 1003  
¶ Cheyenne Sheridan cheyennes@culpeperswcd.org ext. 1008 
¶ Spencer Yager spencery@culpeperswcd.org ext. 1012 
¶ Kendall Dellinger kendalld@culpeperswcd.org ext. 1009 
¶ Lily Smith lilys@culpeperswcd.org ext. 1010 
¶ Trevor Talley trevort@culpeperswcd.org ext. 1014 

Practice Details 

  
Grazing Land 
Management with 
Stream Exclusion 

¶ Stream exclusion fencing & water development. 

¶ Includes fence, well, water troughs, pipe, stream crossings, rotational fences, etc. 

¶ Pays 85% of estimated cost with 35' buffer & 100% with 50' buffer. 

¶ Buffer payment rate of $80/acre/year paid upon installation of all practices. 

¶ 10 and 15 year contracts available. 

  
Stream Exclusion with 
Narrow Width buffer 

¶ Stream exclusion fencing & water development with reduced setback. 

¶ Includes fence, well, water troughs, pipe, stream crossings, rotational fence, etc. 

¶ Pays 60% of estimated cost with 10' buffer & 75% with 25ô buffer. 

¶ 10 and 15 year contracts available. 

Afforestation of Crop, 
Hay & Pastureland 

¶ Pays 75% of eligible cost for planting trees (hardwood or conifers). 

¶ $100/acre for 10 year incentive & $150/acre for 15 years. 

  
Woodland Buffer 
Filter Area 

¶ Planting trees in riparian areas. 

¶ Pays 95% of eligible cost for planting hardwoods or conifers. 

¶ Conifers: $100/acre for 10 years OR $150/acre for 15 years. 

¶ Hardwoods: $100/acre for 10 years OR $250/acre for 15 years. 

¶ Buffer payment rate of $80/acre/year paid upon installation. 

  
Cover Crops 

¶ October 25th cut off for harvestable cover crop & early planting date for cover 
crops to be killed in the spring 

¶ November 15th, cut off planting date for kill down crops. 

¶ Note: Dates have been extended by two weeks.  Producer input led to this change! 

¶ Rates: $20/acre to harvest, up to $100/acre to kill & $45/acre for legumes. 

Nutrient Management 
Planning 

¶ Pays up to $4/acre to have a nutrient management plan written for your farm. 

¶ A great way to save money on input costs! 

Precision Nutrient 
Management on 
Cropland 

¶ Pays up to $8/acre for the precision application of nitrogen & phosphorus to 
cropland. 

¶ Must have current nutrient management plan: provide records, maps & a bill for 
nitrogen/phosphorous application. 

No-Till & Cropland 
Conversion 

¶ Pays up to $70/acre to convert from conventional tillage to a no-till system for 5 
years. 

¶ Pays up to $410/acre to convert cropland to permanent hay or pasture. 

¶ 10 or 15 year contracts available. 

Sod Waterway, Grass 
Filter Strips & Critical 
Area Seeding 

¶ Pays up to 75% to grade & seed gully erosion. 

¶ Pays up to 75% to establish grass filter strips along waterways adjacent to crop, 
hayland or animal holding areas. NEW! Buffer payment rate of $80/acre/year 
paid upon installation. 

¶ Pays up to 75% to grade, fill & seed critically eroding areas. 

Continuing 
Conservation Initiative 

¶ Pays $0.50-$1.25/linear foot of stream bank protected with fencing. 

¶ Pays $250-$1,000 per water system, water trough or stream crossing. 

¶ A great way to receive funds to maintain existing infrastructure! 

Streambank  
Stabilization 

¶ Pays 75% of the cost to stabilize &/or grade eroding streambanks on ag or fore-
stall land including cover slope toe rip rap for protection (if required), vegetative 
planting, trees/shrubs 

¶ Requires engineered design which is a reimbursable expense 

mailto:davidm@culpeperswcd.org
mailto:amandac@culpeperswcd.org
mailto:cheyenneS@culpeperswcd.org
mailto:spencery@culpeperswcd.org
mailto:kendalld@culpeperswcd.org
mailto:lilys@culpeperswcd.org
mailto:trevort@culpeperswcd.org
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Free Publication!  
 

Several years ago, Auburn University Extension gave Culpeper SWCD per-
mission to reprint their excellent publication, Extending Grazing and Re-
ducing Stored Feed Needs. This highly popular publication includes exam-
ples on extending grazing that are applicable to our area. 
 To pick up your free copy,  just stop by the Culpeper office or your 
local Cooperative Extension office. 

Backyard Conservation Funds Available  
By Richard Jacobs, III, PE, CSWCD Conservation Specialist III  

 
Conserving water while using attractive gardening and landscaping practices beautifies your yard, attracts 
beneficial pollinators, adds curb appeal and also helps improve the environment by reducing the amount of 
storm water runoff from your property.   Creative management of those small areas of your front or back-
yard to address problem areas (too wet, too dry, doesnôt drain, wonôt grow grass, etcé) now has funding 
available to support simple, on the ground landscape practices that benefit both you and the local environ-
ment.  The Virginia Conservation Assistance Program or VCAP provides financial assistance to residen-
tial, institutional and commercial property owners to implement such practices.  Payment rates vary among 
the practices but generally are focused on providing up to 80 percent of the cost.   The District will provide 
technical resources for your planning efforts and visit your site to better understand what you hope to 
achieve.  For more information on VCAP visit http://vaswcd.org/vcap or contact the District at 540-825-
8591 or richardj@culpeperswcd.org. 

Hot Off the Press: Piedmont Native Plants  

2nd Edition!  
 

The Second Edition of Piedmont Native Plants is available for purchase through our 
office for $20. This beautiful, full color resources includes pictures, descriptions and 
growing needs for wildflowers, ground covers, ferns, shrubs short trees, tall trees 

and edibles.  
To purchase, email Stephanie DeNicola at stephanied@culpeperswcd.org.  

Check or exact cash accepted. 

0% Interest Loans Available  

 
Are you interested in conservation practices but do not have the money upfront to fund the project? No 
worries. Department of Environmental Qualityôs Ag BMP Loan Program offers funds for you with no 
money upfront with 0% interest, no long-term requirement, and potential for principal forgiveness. Fortu-
nate for you, projects are accepted year-round and reviewed monthly. Debt repayment begins 6 months 
after project completion with 1-to-10-year repayment schedules depending on loan amount and asset use-
ful life. DEQ will prioritize applications and tentative authorization will be granted. Contact DEQ today at 
804-929-5085 to find out if youôre eligible.  

http://vaswcd.org/vcap
mailto:richardj@culpeperswcd.org
mailto:stephanied@culpeperswcd.org
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FREE LAWN SOIL TESTS ARE STILL AVAILABLE!  
CONTACT STEPHANIE DENICOLA AT  
stephanied@culpeperswcd.org for info! 

Attention! New Orange Office!  
 

Effective October 28, the Culpeper SWCD      
Orange office has moved to 591 N Madison 
Road. We are located at the north end of the 
Food Lion shopping plaza. The phone  
number is still 540-825-8591. 

Missouri Grazing Manual Available  
By David H. Massie, CSWCD Conservation Specialist III 

 
The Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District has copies of the Missouri Grazing Manual 

available to producers interested in expanding their grazing knowledge.  This grazing manual encompasses 
so many different aspects of grazing management ï soils, plant growth, nutrient cycling, water system and 
fence layout, grazerôs arithmetic, and economics of grazing.  This manual also brings together different 
groups of researchers, educators, and producers with broad experience in land management, forage, and 
livestock systems to provide a comprehensive guide to understanding and managing grassland ecosystems.   
 This manual will assist producers with furthering their knowledge of grazing management and pro-
vide more detailed, specific information they will need to enhance their grazing techniques.  Jim Gerrish, a 
nationally recognized, well-respected grazer, is one of the key contributors and editors of this manual.  His 
background in agronomy, as well as forage management and research, adds an unparalleled perspective 
which is useful for the beginning grazer as well as the seasoned grazer.   
 The distribution of these manuals will be on a first come, first serve basis.  We also have pasture 
grazing sticks for sale for $5 each.  Pasture grazing sticks are a great tool for helping producers ñtrain their 
eyesò to the amount of forage available for their livestock.  A two page instruction manual comes with the 
pasture grazing stick, and District Staff will be happy to assist using this valuable tools on your farm.   

mailto:stephanied@culpeperswcd.org
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Small Farm Outreach  
 

The Small Farm Outreach Program (SFOP), a 
part of Cooperative Extension at Virginia State 
University, educates and empowers small,  
limited-resource, socially disadvantaged and 
veteran farmers and ranchers to own, operate 
and sustain farms and ranches independently 
with agricultural training programs that improve 
farm management skills and quality of life.  

For more information, visit https://
www.ext.vsu.edu/small-farm-outreach-program. 

https://www.ext.vsu.edu/small-farm-outreach-program
https://www.ext.vsu.edu/small-farm-outreach-program
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Road and Driveway Maintenance Guide  

Available  
 
Spring is a great time to start maintenance of your road or driveway! 
Over time, many roads and driveways deteriorate for a variety of rea-
sons: poor initial design or construction, poor maintenance, extreme 
weather or heavy traffic. In addition to costly repairs, many roads and 
roadside ditches drain into local streams delivering both sediment and 
gravel into stream channels. This is destructive to the stream, resulting 
in loss of stream bottom habitat and channel capacity. Improved 
maintenance incorporating best management practices (BMPs) can save 
money and better protect waterways.  
 Currently available to property owners is the Dirt and Gravel 
Road BMP Guide, published with funding from the Chesapeake Bay 
Restoration Fund. The guide can be found at the Culpeper Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District website (www.culpeperswcd.org) under Publi-
cations. Hard copies can be picked up from CSWCD as well as your 
local Extension office or Building office. For technical assistance, con-
tact Richard Jacobs at 540-825-8591 or richardj@culpeperswcd.org.  

http://www.culpeperswcd.org
mailto:RichardJ@culpeperswcd.org
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