
What can Extension 
do for you?

Sarah Sharpe, Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Extension Agent, Greene County

History of Extension
● Officially began in 1914 with the Smith Lever Act and Land-Grant 

Universities

○ Partnership of federal government, state government, and higher education to work 
cooperatively towards the solution of social and economic problems

● VCE is the educational outreach program of VA’s two land-grant 
universities: Virginia Tech and Virginia State University

● Offices in 108 counties/cities
● 11 research stations
● 4-H, ANR, FCS, Community Viability, Forestry
● Offers science/research based information and solutions



Local Agents
● Culpeper: Carl Stafford (ccstaffo@vt.edu) Animal Science
● Greene: Sarah Sharpe (seweaver@vt.edu) Commercial Horticulture and Local 

Foods
● Madison: currently open
● Orange: Luke Bello, bellol@vt.edu General Ag
● Rappahannock: Kenner Love (klove@vt.edu) Crop and Soils
● District Forestry Agent: Adam Downing (adowning@vt.edu )

Educational Publications

https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/index.html



Educational Publications

Educational Publications



Educational Publications

Virginia Beginning 
Farmer and Rancher 
Coalition



Taste of Farming Videos
Videos Currently Published:
- Introduction to Business 

Planning
- Things to Consider for 

your New Farm 
adVenture

- Key Agencies and 
Resources to Assist your 
Farming Venture

- Basic Soils
- Vegetable Production and 

Food Safety 
Requirements

- Integrated Pest 
Management Basics

- Getting Started in the 
Greenhouse

- Horse Management 101
- Pumpkins
- Forestry
- Grazing Math

- Beef Management 101
- Agroforestry and Forest 

Farming
- Small Fruit
- Strawberries
- Agritourism
- Hydroponic Production
- Starting a Small Dairy
- Seafood Safety
- Direct Marketing Meat
- Sheep and Goat 

Production
- Christmas Tree 

Production
- Vineyard Establishment
- Floriculture
- Information for New 

Pesticide Applicators
- How to Interpret a Soils 

Test

https://www.vabeginningfarmer.alce.vt.edu/TasteofFarming.html

Soil Samples



Insect ID

Disease ID



Educational Programs
● Direct Meat Marketing 101
● Women in Agriculture 

Gathering
● Beef Cattle Educational 

Meetings
● Writing an Agriculture Business 

Plan
● Farmers Market Vendor 

Training
● Whole Farm Planning
● Farm Leases

● Central VA Vegetable Growers 
Meeting

● High Tunnel Production
● Eastern Virginia Pumpkin 

Growers Meeting
● Enhancing the Safety of Locally 

Grown Produce
● Baleage
● Farm Taxes
● Well Water Testing

Newsletter



Questions?
Sarah Sharpe
seweaver@vt.edu




